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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the life, contributions, and enduring legacy of one of the prominent Companions 

of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. Using a qualitative library research method, the study analyzes classical 

Islamic sources, biographical literature, and relevant scholarly works to explore his role in 

supporting the early Muslim community. The findings reveal that his commitment was demonstrated 

through unwavering faith, generosity, military participation, and dedication to the welfare of 

society. His willingness to sacrifice personal wealth and interests for religious and communal 

objectives illustrates the ethical principles promoted in Islam. Furthermore, his contributions 

highlight the significance of loyalty, courage, and social responsibility in the development of the 

early Islamic civilization. The study also discusses the contemporary relevance of these values, 

particularly in fostering character development, leadership, and community service among Muslims 

today. The research concludes that his life serves as an important example of how religious 

conviction can inspire meaningful contributions to society and strengthen collective well-being. 

Keywords: Abu Talhah al-Ansari, Companions of the Prophet, Islamic History, Islamic Leadership, 

Sacrifice and Devotion, Islamic Civilization. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The history of Islam cannot be separated from the contributions of the Prophet 

Muhammad’s Companions, who played a fundamental role in establishing, preserving, and 

spreading Islamic teachings. As the first generation of Muslims, the Companions served as 

witnesses to the revelation of the Qur'an and the practical implementation of Islamic 

principles in daily life. Their commitment, sacrifices, and devotion enabled Islam to develop 

from a small religious movement in Makkah into a flourishing civilization that influenced 

vast regions of the world. Consequently, the study of the lives of the Companions is essential 

for understanding the foundations of Islamic history and the ethical values that continue to 

guide Muslim societies today(Shohibatussholihah, 2022). 

Among the distinguished Companions, Abu Talhah al-Ansari occupies a unique and 

respected position. Known for his unwavering faith, courage, generosity, and loyalty to the 

Prophet Muhammad, Abu Talhah became one of the most exemplary figures among the 

Ansar, the residents of Madinah who welcomed and supported the Prophet after the Hijrah. 

His life demonstrates how sincere belief can inspire extraordinary acts of sacrifice and 

service for the benefit of religion and society. Historical records describe him as a wealthy 

individual who willingly devoted his resources, energy, and abilities to support the Muslim 

community during its formative years(Farina, 2022). 

The significance of Abu Talhah al-Ansari extends beyond his personal achievements. 

His contributions reflect broader themes that are central to Islamic teachings, including 

charity, social responsibility, leadership, and dedication to communal welfare. One of the 

most frequently cited examples of his devotion is his donation of Bayruha, a highly valued 

garden in Madinah, in response to the Qur’anic command encouraging believers to spend 

from what they love most. This event has been widely recognized in Islamic literature as a 
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model of sincerity and selflessness. Moreover, Abu Talhah actively participated in several 

important military campaigns alongside the Prophet Muhammad, demonstrating courage 

and steadfastness during periods of conflict and uncertainty(Al-Ayyubi dkk., 2023). 

Previous studies on the Companions of the Prophet have generally focused on their 

collective contributions to the development of Islamic civilization, the transmission of 

religious knowledge, and the preservation of prophetic traditions. While Abu Talhah is 

frequently mentioned in historical and biographical works, scholarly discussions often 

emphasize isolated aspects of his life rather than providing a comprehensive analysis of his 

role and legacy. As a result, there remains a need for further research that examines the 

various dimensions of his contributions and explores their significance within both historical 

and contemporary contexts(Daneshgar, 2025). 

This study seeks to address this gap by analyzing the life, character, and contributions 

of Abu Talhah al-Ansari. Through a qualitative library research approach, the study 

investigates primary Islamic sources, including historical chronicles and hadith literature, 

as well as contemporary academic discussions related to early Islamic history. By examining 

these sources, the research aims to identify the values embodied by Abu Talhah and evaluate 

their relevance to modern discussions on leadership, social responsibility, and community 

development. Understanding the experiences and contributions of prominent historical 

figures such as Abu Talhah can provide valuable insights into the practical application of 

Islamic ethical principles across different periods and social environments(Gilani dkk., 

2024). 

Furthermore, the study is important because modern societies continue to face 

challenges related to social inequality, declining communal solidarity, and ethical 

leadership. In many contexts, individuals and institutions seek examples of moral integrity 

and public service that can guide efforts toward social improvement. The life of Abu Talhah 

offers a compelling example of how personal faith can motivate meaningful contributions 

to society(Akhter dkk., 2025). His actions demonstrate that true leadership is not solely 

based on authority or status but also on a willingness to serve others and prioritize the 

common good. Therefore, examining his legacy contributes not only to historical 

scholarship but also to contemporary discussions regarding character formation and 

responsible citizenship. 

The objectives of this study are threefold. First, it aims to provide a concise historical 

account of Abu Talhah al-Ansari and his role within the early Muslim community. Second, 

it seeks to analyze the key values reflected in his actions, particularly his generosity, 

courage, and dedication to Islam. Third, it explores the relevance of these values in 

addressing modern social and ethical challenges. Through these objectives, the study 

contributes to a deeper understanding of how the experiences of early Muslim figures 

continue to offer guidance for contemporary Muslim societies(Rahman, 2009). 

1. Historical Background of Abu Talhah al-Ansari 

 Abu Talhah al-Ansari, whose full name was Zayd ibn Sahl al-Ansari, belonged to 

the Khazraj tribe of Madinah and was among the most respected members of the Ansar. 

Prior to embracing Islam, he enjoyed a prominent social position and possessed considerable 

wealth. His conversion to Islam marked a significant transformation in his life, leading him 

to dedicate himself to supporting the Prophet Muhammad and the Muslim community. 

Historical accounts indicate that his marriage to Umm Sulaym, one of the earliest Muslim 

women in Madinah, played an important role in his acceptance of Islam, as she required him 

to embrace the faith as a condition for marriage(Sidik & Berahim, 2013). 

 Following his conversion, Abu Talhah became actively involved in the development 

of the Muslim community. He participated in numerous military expeditions and was 
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recognized for his bravery on the battlefield. During the Battle of Uhud, he famously 

protected the Prophet Muhammad from enemy attacks, demonstrating extraordinary 

courage and loyalty. In addition to his military service, Abu Talhah contributed significantly 

through acts of charity and public welfare. His donation of the Bayruha garden remains one 

of the most celebrated examples of generosity in Islamic history and illustrates the depth of 

his commitment to religious principles. 

2. Values of Sacrifice and Service in Early Islamic Society 

 The success of the early Muslim community depended largely on individuals who 

were willing to sacrifice personal interests for collective welfare. Abu Talhah al-Ansari 

exemplified this spirit through his consistent dedication to both religious and social causes. 

His willingness to donate valuable property, participate in military campaigns, and support 

communal initiatives reflects the Islamic principles of altruism, responsibility, and devotion. 

These qualities contributed to the cohesion and resilience of the Muslim community during 

a period of significant social and political challenges(Al-Azami, 2024). 

 The values embodied by Abu Talhah remain relevant in contemporary society. His 

example demonstrates that meaningful social change often begins with individual 

commitment to ethical principles and public service. In modern contexts characterized by 

economic disparities, social fragmentation, and leadership crises, the lessons derived from 

his life encourage individuals to prioritize compassion, generosity, and civic responsibility. 

Consequently, the study of Abu Talhah al-Ansari provides not only historical knowledge 

but also practical guidance for promoting moral leadership and strengthening community 

solidarity in the contemporary world. 

 

METHOD 

This study employs a qualitative library research method(Weyant, 2022) to examine 

the life, contributions, and exemplary character of Abu Talhah al-Ansari in the context of 

early Islamic history. Library research was selected because the subject of the study 

concerns a historical figure whose life and activities are primarily documented in classical 

Islamic literature, hadith collections, biographical works, and contemporary scholarly 

publications. The method enables a systematic exploration of textual sources to identify 

relevant historical information and analyze the values reflected in the actions and 

contributions of Abu Talhah al-Ansari. 

The research relies on both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include 

classical Islamic texts that provide direct information regarding the life of Abu Talhah al-

Ansari, such as collections of hadith, works of sirah (Prophetic biography), and historical 

chronicles. These sources contain accounts of his conversion to Islam, participation in 

significant events during the Prophet Muhammad’s lifetime, acts of charity, and 

contributions to the Muslim community. Secondary sources consist of journal articles, 

books, academic studies, and scholarly analyses discussing Islamic history, the role of the 

Companions of the Prophet, and the development of early Islamic civilization. These 

materials are utilized to provide context, interpretation, and critical discussion of the 

historical narratives found in the primary sources. 

Data collection was conducted through a systematic review of relevant literature. The 

researcher identified and selected sources based on their relevance to the study objectives, 

credibility, and scholarly significance. Key themes related to Abu Talhah al-Ansari, 

including faith, generosity, military service, leadership, and social responsibility, were used 

as criteria for organizing the collected data. Information from various sources was compared 

and cross-referenced to ensure consistency and accuracy. This process also helped minimize 

potential bias resulting from reliance on a single source or narrative tradition(Snyder dkk., 
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2019). 

The data analysis employed a descriptive-analytical approach. First, the collected 

information was organized chronologically to reconstruct important aspects of Abu Talhah’s 

life and contributions. Second, thematic analysis was applied to identify recurring values 

and characteristics reflected in historical accounts. Particular attention was given to 

examples of sacrifice, devotion, courage, and public service that illustrate his significance 

within the early Muslim community. The identified themes were then interpreted within the 

broader framework of Islamic ethical teachings and social development. 

To enhance the validity of the findings, the study utilized source triangulation, 

whereby information from different historical and academic sources was compared and 

evaluated. The use of multiple sources allowed the researcher to verify key events and obtain 

a more comprehensive understanding of Abu Talhah’s role in Islamic history. Additionally, 

scholarly interpretations from contemporary researchers were examined to complement 

classical narratives and provide a balanced perspective on the subject(Fusch dkk., 2018). 

O The findings of this study are presented through qualitative descriptions supported 

by evidence from the reviewed literature. By employing this methodological approach, the 

research aims to provide a reliable and comprehensive analysis of Abu Talhah al-Ansari’s 

contributions and to highlight the enduring relevance of the values embodied in his life for 

contemporary discussions on leadership, social responsibility, and community service. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis of historical and scholarly sources reveals that Abu Talhah al-Ansari was 

one of the most influential Companions of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم whose contributions 

significantly shaped the development of the early Muslim community. His life demonstrates 

a unique combination of strong faith, generosity, courage, and social responsibility, making 

him an exemplary figure in Islamic history. The findings indicate that his role extended 

beyond personal devotion to encompass active participation in community building, defense 

of Islam, and the promotion of ethical values. The discussion of these findings highlights 

the enduring relevance of his character and contributions in contemporary Muslim 

societies(Yusuf, 2026). 

1. Spiritual Commitment as the Foundation of His Character 

One of the most significant findings of this study is that Abu Talhah’s actions were 

deeply rooted in his religious conviction. Historical accounts describe him as a respected 

member of the Khazraj tribe in Madinah before embracing Islam. His conversion marked a 

profound transformation in his life, influencing both his personal conduct and social 

responsibilities. Sources indicate that his acceptance of Islam was closely associated with 

his marriage to Umm Sulaym, who encouraged him to embrace the faith. This event 

illustrates the importance of belief as a transformative force capable of reshaping an 

individual’s values and priorities(Saani, 2025). 

Following his conversion, Abu Talhah demonstrated unwavering loyalty to the 

Prophet Muhammad and the Muslim community. His commitment was evident in his 

participation in religious activities, military campaigns, and charitable initiatives. These 

findings suggest that faith in early Islamic society was not merely a matter of personal belief 

but was closely connected to practical actions that benefited the broader community. Abu 

Talhah’s life reflects the Islamic principle that true faith should be expressed through ethical 

conduct, service to others, and dedication to communal welfare(Junarti dkk., 2021). 

The significance of this finding lies in its contemporary relevance. In modern societies, 

religious commitment is often understood primarily in personal or spiritual terms. However, 

Abu Talhah’s example demonstrates that faith can also serve as a powerful motivation for 
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social engagement and public service. His life encourages Muslims to integrate spiritual 

values into everyday actions and to contribute positively to society through responsible and 

ethical behavior. 

2. Generosity and Philanthropy in Early Islamic Society 

Another major finding concerns Abu Talhah’s extraordinary generosity, which has 

become one of the most celebrated aspects of his legacy. Historical records consistently 

highlight his donation of the Bayruha garden, one of his most valuable possessions. 

According to Islamic sources, when the Qur’anic verse encouraging believers to spend from 

what they loved most was revealed, Abu Talhah immediately offered his beloved garden for 

charitable purposes. This act was praised by the Prophet Muhammad and became a lasting 

example of sincere devotion and philanthropy(Alias dkk., 2023). 

The discussion of this event reveals several important dimensions of Islamic charitable 

ethics. First, Abu Talhah’s donation illustrates the concept of sincerity (ikhlas), as he 

willingly gave away something of significant personal value. Second, it demonstrates the 

principle that wealth should be viewed as a means of serving society rather than solely as a 

source of personal benefit. Third, his action reflects the Islamic understanding that 

generosity contributes to social harmony and collective welfare. 

Beyond the Bayruha incident, historical sources suggest that Abu Talhah regularly 

supported community initiatives and assisted those in need. His generosity was therefore 

not limited to a single act but represented a consistent pattern of behavior. This finding 

underscores the importance of philanthropy in the development of the early Muslim 

community, where social solidarity and mutual assistance played essential roles in ensuring 

communal stability. 

In the contemporary context, Abu Talhah’s example remains highly relevant. Many 

societies continue to face challenges related to poverty, economic inequality, and limited 

access to resources. His actions encourage individuals, organizations, and institutions to 

adopt a greater sense of social responsibility and to view charitable giving as an important 

means of promoting justice and welfare. Furthermore, his example challenges modern 

tendencies toward excessive materialism and individualism by emphasizing the value of 

selflessness and concern for others(Puspitasari, 2025). 

3. Courage and Commitment in Defending the Muslim Community 

The findings also reveal Abu Talhah’s important role in defending the Muslim 

community during critical periods of Islamic history. Historical accounts indicate that he 

participated in several military campaigns alongside the Prophet Muhammad and was 

widely recognized for his bravery and dedication. Among these contributions, his role 

during the Battle of Uhud stands out as particularly significant. 

During the Battle of Uhud, the Muslim army experienced a difficult situation that 

exposed the Prophet Muhammad to considerable danger. Sources describe Abu Talhah as 

one of the Companions who courageously protected the Prophet by positioning himself 

between him and enemy attacks. This action demonstrated not only physical bravery but 

also deep loyalty and commitment to the preservation of the Muslim community(Kathir, 

2015). 

The discussion of this finding highlights the broader significance of courage in Islamic 

ethics. Abu Talhah’s actions illustrate that courage is not merely the absence of fear but the 

willingness to act responsibly and decisively in the face of danger. His example reflects the 

Islamic principle of sacrificing personal interests for the protection of others and the 

advancement of the common good. 

From a modern perspective, the concept of courage extends beyond military contexts. 

Contemporary societies often require individuals to demonstrate moral courage by 
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defending ethical principles, confronting injustice, and maintaining integrity despite social 

pressures. Abu Talhah’s example serves as a reminder that courage can take many forms 

and remains an essential quality for effective leadership and responsible citizenship(Rifa’i 

dkk., 2021). 

4. Social Responsibility and Community Service 

A further finding of this study concerns Abu Talhah’s strong commitment to social 

responsibility and community development. Historical evidence indicates that he 

consistently contributed to the welfare of the Muslim community through both material 

support and active participation in communal affairs. His actions demonstrate that Islam 

encourages believers to engage in efforts that promote social well-being and collective 

progress(Al-Bukhari, 2002). 

The discussion reveals that Abu Talhah viewed service to the community as an integral 

part of religious life. His generosity, military participation, and support for communal 

initiatives reflected a holistic understanding of faith that combined spiritual devotion with 

practical action. This perspective contributed to the development of a cohesive and resilient 

Muslim society capable of overcoming significant social and political challenges. 

The relevance of this finding is particularly evident in contemporary discussions 

regarding civic engagement and social responsibility. Many modern societies face issues 

such as social fragmentation, declining community participation, and reduced trust among 

citizens. Abu Talhah’s example encourages greater involvement in community 

development, volunteerism, and initiatives that address social needs. His life demonstrates 

that meaningful societal progress depends on the willingness of individuals to contribute 

their resources, skills, and efforts for the benefit of others(Yusuf, 2026). 

5. Leadership Qualities and Lasting Legacy 

The final finding of this study concerns the leadership qualities reflected in Abu 

Talhah’s character. Although he was not primarily known as a political leader, his actions 

exemplify key principles of effective leadership, including integrity, accountability, 

generosity, and service. Historical sources portray him as a respected and trusted figure 

whose influence was derived from moral character rather than formal authority. 

The discussion suggests that Abu Talhah embodied a model of servant leadership in 

which personal sacrifice and concern for others formed the basis of influence. His 

willingness to prioritize communal welfare over personal interests strengthened his 

credibility and inspired those around him. This leadership style aligns closely with 

contemporary theories emphasizing ethical leadership, social responsibility, and 

community-centered decision-making. 

The enduring legacy of Abu Talhah al-Ansari lies in the timeless values demonstrated 

throughout his life. His commitment to faith, generosity, courage, and service continues to 

offer practical guidance for individuals and communities seeking to address modern social 

and ethical challenges. His example illustrates that effective leadership is grounded in 

character, that wealth can be used as a tool for social good, and that personal faith can inspire 

meaningful contributions to society(Ali, 2015). 

Overall, the findings and discussion demonstrate that Abu Talhah al-Ansari played a 

significant role in the development of the early Muslim community through his devotion, 

philanthropy, bravery, and commitment to public welfare. His life serves as a powerful 

example of how Islamic values can be translated into practical action, leaving a lasting 

impact on both historical and contemporary understandings of leadership, social 

responsibility, and moral excellence. 
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CONCLUSION 

This study confirms that Abu Talhah al-Ansari was one of the most exemplary 

Companions of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم whose contributions played a significant role in the 

development and strengthening of the early Muslim community. The analysis demonstrates 

that his life was characterized by unwavering faith, exceptional generosity, remarkable 

courage, and a strong commitment to social responsibility. These qualities enabled him to 

contribute meaningfully to the advancement of Islam and the welfare of the Muslim society 

in Madinah. The findings reveal that spiritual commitment served as the foundation of Abu 

Talhah’s character and guided his actions throughout his life. His acceptance of Islam 

transformed his priorities and motivated him to dedicate his resources and abilities to the 

service of religion and society. His well-known donation of the Bayruha garden illustrates 

the depth of his sincerity and generosity, while his participation in major military 

campaigns, particularly the Battle of Uhud, demonstrates his courage and loyalty to the 

Prophet Muhammad and the Muslim community. Furthermore, his active involvement in 

communal affairs highlights the importance of social responsibility as an essential 

component of Islamic teachings. The study also confirms that Abu Talhah’s legacy extends 

beyond the historical context of early Islam. The values reflected in his life remain relevant 

to contemporary society, particularly in discussions concerning ethical leadership, 

philanthropy, community engagement, and moral development. His example shows that true 

leadership is grounded in service, integrity, and sacrifice rather than authority or personal 

gain. Likewise, his generosity and commitment to public welfare provide important lessons 

for addressing modern social and economic challenges. In conclusion, Abu Talhah al-Ansari 

represents a comprehensive model of Islamic character whose faith-inspired actions 

contributed significantly to the establishment of a strong and cohesive Muslim community. 

His enduring legacy continues to offer valuable guidance for individuals seeking to embody 

the principles of devotion, responsibility, courage, and service in both personal and social 

life. 
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 Tables 

NO Contribution 

Area 

Historical Evidence Significance for the Muslim 

Community 

1 Acceptance of 

Islam 

Embraced Islam through 

the influence of Umm 

Sulaym and became a 

committed Muslim. 

Strengthened the Muslim 

community in Madinah and 

demonstrated the 

transformative power of 

faith. 

2 Philanthropy and 

Charity 

Donated the Bayruha 

garden after the 

revelation of Qur'an 

3:92. 

Became a model of generosity 

and sincere devotion in 

Islam. 

3 Military Service Participated in major 

battles, including 

Uhud. 

Contributed to the protection and 

survival of the early 

Muslim community. 

4 Loyalty to the 

Prophet 

Protected Prophet 

Muhammad during 

the Battle of Uhud. 

Demonstrated courage, sacrifice, 

and dedication to Islamic 

leadership. 

5 Community 

Development 

Supported communal 

welfare through 

financial and social 

contributions. 

Strengthened social solidarity and 

collective responsibility. 

 

 

Note. Data compiled from Al-Bukhari (2002), Muslim (2007), Ibn Sa'd (2018), and Ibn Hajar al-

Asqalani (2013). 

 
 


