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ABSTRAK

Studi ini menganalisis bagaimana caption LinkedIn Iman Usman menggunakan strategi linguistik
untuk menciptakan identitas profesional yang menarik. Penelitian ini melibatkan pengumpulan
sampel caption dari lima tahun terakhir yang berfokus pada tema seperti ketekunan dan kerja sama,
serta menerapkan Linguistik Fungsional Sistemik (SFL) untuk memeriksa pilihan linguistik.
Analisis menunjukkan interaksi kompleks antara proses, peserta, dan nada emosional, menampilkan
tindakan tegas Usman dan konflik internalnya. Tema kunci mencakup komitmen pribadi dan upaya
kolektif, dengan nada reflektif dan optimis yang bertujuan menginspirasi perubahan dalam lanskap
pendidikan Indonesia. Penelitian ini menyoroti kekuatan bahasa dalam membentuk identitas
profesional dan memotivasi audiens, serta memberikan wawasan bagi praktisi dan peneliti yang
tertarik pada bahasa, identitas, dan teknologi.

Kata Kunci: LinkedIn, Ideasional Metafungsi, dan Caption.

ABSTRACT

The study analyzes how Iman Usman's LinkedIn captions use linguistic strategies to create a
compelling professional identity. It involves collecting a sample of captions from the past five years
centered on themes like perseverance and teamwork, and applying Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL) to examine linguistic choices. The analysis reveals a complex interplay of processes,
participants, and emotional tones, showcasing Usman's decisive actions and internal conflicts. Key
themes include personal commitment and collective efforts, with a reflective and optimistic tone that
aims to inspire change in Indonesia's educational landscape. This research highlights the power of
language in shaping professional identities and motivating audiences, offering insights for
practitioners and researchers interested in language, identity, and technology.

Keywords: LinkedIn, Ideational Metafunctions, and Captions.

INTRODUCTION

In the contemporary digital landscape, LinkedIn has firmly established itself as an
indispensable platform for personal branding, professional communication, and career
advancement. As the largest professional networking site, it provides individuals with the
opportunity to construct and showcase their professional identities to a global audience.
Within this social media ecosystem, captions play a pivotal role as communicative artifacts
that effectively bridge the personal narrative of users with their professional personas.
However, despite the platform's growing significance in the professional world, there
remains a notable gap in understanding the specific linguistic mechanisms that underpin the
construction of meaning and professional representation through these concise textual units.
This research endeavors to explore LinkedIn captions through the lens of Systemic
Functional Linguistics (SFL), a theoretical framework that allows for a nuanced
examination of language use within social contexts. More specifically, our focus will be on
the textual metafunction, which is instrumental in revealing how linguistic choices
contribute to communicative coherence and meaning-making. By dissecting the language
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employed in LinkedIn captions, we aim to unpack the sophisticated linguistic strategies that
professionals use to craft their digital narratives, thereby enhancing their visibility and
engagement within their fields.

Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) was developed by Michael Halliday in the
early 1980s and has significantly influenced the study of language as a social semiotic
system (Halliday, 1985). At the core of SFL lies the concept of the metafunctions of
language, which include the ideational, interpersonal, and textual metafunctions. The textual
metafunction specifically addresses how language organizes information and creates textual
cohesion and coherence, transforming disparate linguistic elements into meaningful,
contextually relevant communication. In examining the textual metafunction as it applies to
LinkedIn captions, we can observe several key linguistic features. These include the use of
thematic structures, informational focus, and cohesive devices that enhance the clarity and
impact of the message being conveyed. For instance, the strategic placement of themes at
the beginning of a caption can guide the reader’s attention, while the careful selection of
vocabulary and syntax can influence how the message is received and interpreted.
Additionally, the interplay of modality and interpersonal relations in these captions reflects
the speaker’s stance and engagement with their audience, underscoring the dynamic nature
of professional identity construction in digital spaces.

Table 1-Types of Processes

Process Type Subcategory Participants involved
Material Event (i.e. happening) Actor / goal
Action (i.e. doing)
Mental Perception Cognition Senser / phenomenon
Affection
Relational Attributive Identifying Carrier / attribute
Identifier / identified
Verbal Sayer / receiver
Behavioural
Existential

The table above presents the types of processes in Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL), a theory introduced by Michael Halliday (1985). These processes are central to the
experiential metafunction of language, which reflects how human beings experience the
world through language. The six main process types include Material, Mental, Relational,
Verbal, Behavioral, and Existential processes. Each process type represents a specific kind
of action or state. Material processes are concerned with physical actions and involve an
Actor (the doer) and Goal (the entity affected). Mental processes describe inner experiences,
including perception, cognition, and affection, and involve a Senser (experiencer) and
Phenomenon (experienced entity).

Relational processes are divided into attributive (assigning qualities) and identifying
(establishing identity) types, involving Carrier/Attribute or Identifier/Identified. Verbal
processes refer to acts of saying, involving a Sayer and optionally a Receiver. Behavioral
processes describe physiological or psychological behaviors, while Existential processes
signify existence, often using "there is/are™ structures. These process types form the
foundation of transitivity analysis in SFL, which examines how language constructs
meaning through participants, processes, and circumstances. Halliday’s SFL has been
widely applied in linguistics, education, and discourse analysis for understanding language
in context.

By employing the framework of SFL, this research not only contributes to the
understanding of linguistic practices on LinkedIn but also highlights the broader
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implications of language use in shaping professional identities in the digital age. Ultimately,
this study seeks to provide an in-depth analysis of how individuals navigate the complexities
of professional communication through meaningful linguistic choices, offering insights that
could inform both practitioners and researchers interested in the intersections of language,
identity, and technology.

The chosen caption reflects Iman Usman's profound influence in education and youth
development in Indonesia, highlighting themes of perseverance, teamwork, and hope. This
emotional depth resonates with many facing personal and professional challenges, making
it a powerful motivational message. Analyzing Usman's communication strategies through
discourse analysis reveals how his language choices effectively engage and inspire youth.
This approach showcases the ideational metafunction, emphasizing how he constructs social
realities and meanings that resonate with his audience. Despite the growing body of research
on educational technology's impact, a gap remains in exploring how specific motivational
strategies employed by influential figures like Usman shape public opinion and youth
engagement in Indonesia over the past five years. Recent studies have focused on broader
technological impacts but often overlook individual narratives that inspire change.

The purpose of this study is to analyze how Usman's LinkedIn captions employ
linguistic strategies to construct a compelling professional identity that resonates with his
audience. By applying Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), particularly focusing on the
ideational metafunction, this research aims to uncover the nuanced ways in which Usman
articulates his personal journey and motivational themes. This analysis seeks to contribute
to a deeperunderstanding of the intersection between language, identity, and professional
communication in the digital age, addressing a notable gap in existing literature regarding
the specific linguistic mechanisms at play in social media narratives.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology for analyzing Iman Usman's motivational LinkedIn captions
involves several systematic steps. First, we will collect a representative sample of his
captions over the past five years, focusing on those that resonate with themes of
perseverance, teamwork, and hope. Next, we will apply the principles of Systemic
Functional Linguistics (SFL), particularly the ideational metafunction, to dissect the
linguistic choices made in these captions. This includes examining thematic structures,
vocabulary selection, and cohesive devices. Finally, we will analyze how these elements
construct social realities and influence youth engagement, drawing insights into the
intersection of language and professional identity in digital communication.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The analysis of ideational metafunction in Iman Usman's LinkedIn caption reveals a
rich tapestry of meaning that resonates with themes of perseverance and collaboration. This
caption not only serves as a motivational message but also reflects Usman's journey and the
collective effort behind his project. Such insights can inspire readers to reflect on their own
experiences and challenges, making it a powerful piece for analysis in motivational
discourse.
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Looking back, it's been a decade-long journey. There
were countless times | wanted to give up. The past few
years were the hardest. | don't even know how | made it
through, but somehow | did, and it led me to Clash of
Champions, a project that feels deeply personal

I've always wanted to create something like this, but | was
never confident it would work. | could think of so many
reasons why it wouldn't. Yet there was this part of me that
whispered, *Why not give it a shot?* | had nothing to lose
I'd faced failure before, 50 why not risk it again? At least
I'd have tried. So, | went for it

When we first began developing the idea for this show, |
had my doubts. The timeline was very tight. There were
moments when it felt like we were reaching for the
impossible. But what truly made this journey special was
the incredible team | had the privilege to work with. None
of us were seasoned veterans in producing a show of this
scale (in fact, almost all of us were newbies), yet we
tackled every episode, and every challenge together

This show could never have come to life (and received
such a massive response) without the team that we have.

We didn't just create a show; hopefully, we sparked a
movement that will shape the future of Indonesia. Stay
tuned — we'll be back soon!

The Linkedin Caption:

Looking back, it’s been a decade-long journey. There were countless times | wanted
to give up. The past few years were the hardest. I don’t even know how I made it through,
but somehow I did, and it led me to Clash of Champions, a project that feels deeply personal.

I’ve always wanted to create something like this, but |1 was never confident it would
work. I could think of so many reasons why it wouldn’t. Yet there was this part of me that
whispered, “Why not give it a shot?” I had nothing to lose. I’d faced failure before, so why
not risk it again? At least I’d have tried. So, I went for it.

When we first began developing the idea for this show, | had my doubts. The timeline
was very tight. There were moments when it felt like we were reaching for the impossible.
But what truly made this journey special was the incredible team I had the privilege to work
with. None of us were seasoned veterans in producing a show of this scale (in fact, almost
all of us were newbies), yet we tackled every episode, and every challenge together.

This show could never have come to life (and received such a massive response)
without the team that we have.

We didn't just create a show; hopefully, we sparked a movement that will shape the
future of Indonesia. Stay tuned — we'll be back soon!

The caption reflects a profound journey of personal and professional growth,
emphasizing the ideational metafunction of discourse, which focuses on the representation
of experiences and ideas. The speaker recounts a decade-long struggle filled with doubts
and challenges, ultimately leading to the creation of "Clash of Champions."” This narrative
not only highlights the speaker's resilience and determination but also underscores the
importance of taking risks and embracing failure as part of the creative process. The use of
personal anecdotes and emotional reflections serves to connect with the audience, inviting
them to share in the journey and the significance of the project.

Furthermore, the caption emphasizes the collaborative nature of the endeavor,
showcasing the collective effort of a team of newcomers who came together to bring the
show to life. This aspect of the discourse highlights the ideational metafunction by
illustrating the dynamics of teamwork and shared vision in overcoming obstacles. The
speaker acknowledges that the success of the show is not solely attributed to individual
effort but rather to the synergy and commitment of the entire team. By framing the project
as a potential catalyst for change in Indonesia, the caption not only conveys a sense of
accomplishment but also inspires hope for future developments, inviting the audience to
stay engaged and anticipate what comes next.

Table 2-Analysis the Caption
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Element Description Examples from Caption

Processes Types of actions or states | - Material Processes:
represented in the text “I went for it.”
- Mental Processes: “I
had my doubts.”
Participants Entities involved in the |- Actor: Iman Usman
processes (the speaker)
- Goal: Clash of
Champions (the
project)
Circumstances Contextual details about how,| - Time: “Looking
when, where, and why actions back”
occur - Cause: “I had
nothing to lose.”
Themes Central ideas conveyed |- Perseverance
through the caption in the face of adversity

- The importance of
teamwork and collaboration
Emotional Tone The overall feeling conveyed| - Reflective and
through language choices hopeful tone, conveys
vulnerability and strength

Analyzing the caption through the perspective of ideational metafunction reveals a
complex interplay of processes, participants, circumstances, themes, and emotional tones,
capturing the speaker’s experience in creating Clash of Champions. Material processes like
“I went for it” highlight decisive actions taken despite uncertainties, while Mental processes
such as “I had my doubts” convey internal conflicts. The participants include Iman Usman
as the actor and Clash of Champions as the goal, showcasing the personal commitment to
the project.

Temporal references like “Looking back” provide context, and motivational factors
like “I had nothing to lose” illustrate the driving forces behind these actions. Themes of
perseverance and teamwork are emphasized by recognizing the collective efforts that helped
overcome obstacles. The overall tone is reflective and optimistic, blending vulnerability
with resilience, and ultimately communicates that this journey extends beyond individual
success, aiming to inspire a movement to transform Indonesia’s educational landscape.

CONCLUSION

Iman Usman's LinkedIn captions serve as powerful examples of how language can be
utilized to construct compelling professional identities and motivate audiences. This
analysis not only enriches our understanding of discourse in digital communication but also
underscores the potential for language to inspire and effect change within communities. As
professionals continue to engage with platforms like LinkedIn, the insights gained from this
study can inform both practitioners and researchers interested in the intersections of
language, identity, and technology (Halliday, 1985).
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